
CEHNC-OE-DC
ORDNANCE AND EXPLOSIVES PROJECT PLAN

           
Original Date: 31 October 1997
Current Date: 29 March 1999

1.  SITE NAME: Benicia Arsenal

    a. SITE NUMBER: JO9CA075600

    b. LOCATION:
     City: Benicia
     County: Solano
     State: California

    c. PROJECT NUMBER: JO9CA075602

    d. CATEGORY: OEW - FUDS

2.  POCs:

    TECHNICAL MANAGER:               DISTRICT PROJECT MANAGER
     Name: Robert Nore                Name: Ms. Brenda Pedersen
     Office: CEHNC-OE-DC              Office: CESPK-PM-M
     Phone: (256)895-1507             Phone: (916)-557-6771

3.  SITE DESCRIPTION: The Former Benicia Arsenal was in Benicia,
Solano County, California approximately 30 miles northeast of San
Francisco.  The former Benicia Arsenal consisted of 2728.04
acres.  The major tenant is Exxon, which has a refinery.  There
is also a mix of heavy and light manufacturing, warehousing and
residential housing on the site.

4.  SITE HISTORY: The Benicia Arsenal was established in 1849.
Use of Benicia Arsenal began in 1851.  Benicia Arsenal supplied
arms during the Civil War, and ordnance during the Spanish
American and World Wars I and II; tested experimental gun powder
and other ordnance; repaired and stored ordnance and ordnance
stores; and transshipped chemical warfare materials.  On 11
January 1962, Benicia Arsenal was declared excess by DoD and was
reported to the General Services Administration.  On 26 February
1965, 1.33 acres of public domain property was reassigned to
Benicia Arsenal Cemetery.

5.  PREVIOUS SITE ACTIVITIES: Between 1946 and 1949 the Army
dumped many tons of ammunition in the sea near Benicia.  The Army
began shipping all High Explosives (HE) ammunition from Benicia
Arsenal to Navajo, Sierra, and Umatilla depot in 1951.  At the
same time the Army ceased the demolition ground site and began



dumping unserviceable items at sea.  By July 1952 there was only
storage of small arms ammunition at Benicia Arsenal.  Historic
photos from 1954 displayed the outdoor storage conditions at
Benicia Arsenal.  A few small arms ranges existed at Benicia in
1955.  The soldiers used an indoor pistol range at the Camel barn
and an Outdoor bobbing target range.  Soldiers used a 1,000 inch
indoor target range in the Small Arms Shop basement.  In 1955 the
Army inspected a surplus area consisting of 92 acres of steep
rolling hills.  An EOD team had previously cleared and restricted
15 acres of this area.  This EOD cleared area had several large
craters used for destruction of defective or obsolete ammunition.
 The Army officer inspecting the 92 acres found 4 hand grenades,
2-37 mm projectiles HE, 3-60mm mortars, and 1-75 mm projectiles
HE during a brief period.   

6.  CURRENT STATUS: EE/CA was awarded to Earth Tech on 19 June 98
for $745,271, and a modification was awarded in September for
$44,832, bringing the total contract amount to $790,103.  An On-
Board Review was conducted in Sacramento on 9-10 September to
address review comments on the draft work plan.  Final Work Plan
was submitted on 5 October.  AE mobilized to site on 11 January.
Site work was completed on 19 March 1999. Public meeting
scheduled for 5 April at Benicia.  On-board working session
scheduled for 5 May at AE’s office.

7.  ISSUES AND CONCERNS:  Impacts are as yet unknown from CESPK’s
efforts to support a City of Benicia clearance of the Tourtelot
properties.  Need $30K contract funds to cover a modification
accomplished in February 1999. 

8.  SCHEDULE:  For Official Use Only
    
9.  FUNDING/BUDGETING SUMMARY: For Official Use Only
                 
10. CONTRACTING STRATEGY:

    a.  Type of Contract:  A-E
    b.  Procurement: Cost Plus FF


